Review of the Minutes – April 2007 to July 2007

Merseyside

Looking at the possibility of hospital optometry session moving into local society. Flagged up the need for a co-ordinator/ facilitator post to drive forward any LV initiative. Juan Shimmings from Action contacted for advice

Plymouth

Working on establishing a point of information point. Local MDS group is involved with this. 

Children’s sub- group considering ‘ an integrated service’. LVSC is awaiting a report about this.

The Wirral

Have moved their service into a local community building ‘ Harvest Court’. As part of this change they are looking at how to make the service more accessible. One consideration is to look at referrals from local optometrists.

Oxford

Have successfully funded an Eye Clinic Liaison Officer (ECLO) post for the hospital. 

Have carried out some research regarding services for children (using a questionnaire with parents of children with a visual impairment) . There were two main themes in the questionnaire responses received:: 

i)
Communication both within and between service providers could be improved

ii)
Parents would like more written information on all aspects of visual impairment.

The group looked at these areas in more detail and came up with a number of action points: 

To produce a written and electronic ‘parent pack’ that can be given to parents of children with visual impairment, containing information and roles and responsibilities of different services as well a contact details for each service.  To trial a number of smaller ideas to improve within and between teams.

Developing their own logo.

Heard from a library ‘Social Inclusion Champion’, based at Abingdon Library.

Are working on a Awareness Day to support World Sight Day.

Are investigating locally the position as regards the changes in registration numbers.

Kingston and Richmond

The rehab team manager is regularly  (6 monthly) sending out details about low vision services to GPs and this has encouraged Richmond to consider a similar approach.

They are going to use the new low vision standards as a means of examining local services.

Leeds

Have put together a business case for an ECLO. The aim is that is jointly funded between social care and the PCT.

Are progressing with a Department of Health (DH) funded ‘Information Prescription’ Initiative. Mary Bairstow has approached the LVSC to see if some of the work on this can be written up for the Autumn Edition of Bold View.

Are looking at the development of a centre based low vision service. Hospital optometrists are working with Social Care services on this.

Brighton

Reviewed the service resulting from the DH pilots. They note that the service runs within budget but has a 16% non- attendance rate. Mary Bairstow is to track down research undertaken by Prof. Adrian Hill to consider this.
Croydon

The Committee heard from that the Children, Young people and learners service is now seeing more and more very young children, including babies, which encouragingly means identification and intervention has improved.
Copies of a Croydon Self-Referral form have been produce – this will be sent out to local optometrists. In addition the hospital based low vision service has drafted a referral proforma for patients seen at Mayday who wish to be referred to the local society to look at other available aids. 

Solihull
Have raised the issue about the lack of screening for children locally.

Blackpool

Have being re-visiting the LVSCs terms of reference and membership – a separate sub- group meeting has been set up to address this. Issues such as representation from the PCT and Social Care commissioners as well as the LOC were thought to be important. 

Bolton

Have reconvened after an dormant period. They discussed the role of the new DH Recommended LV standards. They are hoping to use these as an means of auditing/ monitoring quality issues locally.

Tower Hamlets

Received a presentation about an ‘Expert Patients Programme’ where two courses had been commissioned by the PCT specifically for people with low vision. The course can also be run in Bengali and Sylheti but will require running separate groups. It was also noted that there is work taking place on a course that would be tailored to people with a learning disability. The chair of the group suggested that these courses would be a good opportunity to find out if people would want to join the low vision committee as a service user representative.

The Committee heard a presentation from Leigh Harris on the Eye 2 Eye team at Seeability. The LVSC is to create a sub-group looking at Learning Disability.

Funding has been agreed for a new low vision pathway. The lvsc agreed a ‘centre based’ model and venues were suggested. A project lead job description and person spec. is to be drawn up.

Ipswich
Have noted the importance of representation on the 

Physical & Sensory Disabilities Partnership Board who are currently looking at Commissioning priorities.

Are developing a web-site and are investigating whether the PCT Communication team might host this.

Have set up a sub group to look at referral to eye care.

